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A DAY AT AYR 


The History of a Prosperous 
Village. 





ITS ORIGIN AND GROWTH. 


Gcotch Bnterprise on the Oana- 
dian “Nith.” 


“JHDDART” REDIVIVUS. 


Its Mammoth Manufacturing Hatab- 
Mshments—Ohurches and Schools 
~ Temperance and Other 
Organtiaations — Ratl- 
way Facilities, 
Ete. 


Auld Ayr, wham no'cr a town surpasacs 
For honest men and bonnie lauses. 
O wrote the author of “Tam O’Shan- 
ter” and in strict accord with the 
latter part of the sentiment has 
been the verdict of many who have 
succumbed to the ‘bonnie black 
eo blinks” of these sume ‘'lngaoa'” Cann- 
dian descondants, ‘This, by the way, how- 
over. 

The Village of Ayr—for it haa not yet 
attained the dignity of a town—-is situated 
on the line of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
68 miles west of Toronto. The River Nith, 
in its meanderings from the swainps of 
Mornington, enters the village st its north- 
western extremity and curving rapidly to 
the east, south and northwest emerges with- 
in a atone’s throw of the poiut of entrance— 
losing itself after an additional erratic 65 
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miles’ course in the Grand River at Paris, 
Ita position within the suuicipal limits 
strikingly resembles that of a huge tgure 
5, with Cedar Creek,” a small, beautiful 
and fruitful trout streem approaching it 
from the east and joining the figure very 
near the centre of the village. A hundred 
yards or so northeast of thie point the 
amaller stream is dammed, the expansion 
constituting a beautiful, evergreen-skirted 
pond (facing Northumborland street) which ! 
is one of the principal attractions | 


es A 


the locality. This dam, it muy be 
observed here, is chat which furnishes the 
wator fuctor of ths: motive power which 
operates the works of the Watson Manu- 
facturingCo, Along both streams mentioned, 
the scenery in the neighborhood of Jed- ! 
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like other people, they must he buried. 


Mundane cremntion (whatever the future 


may have in store) constitutes no part, 


however, of a Scotchman’a creed, and this 


accounts for one uf the most nicely located, 


beautiful and best kept cemetries in the 
eastern suburbs, to be seen anywhere in 


the Dominion, 





JOIN WATSON. 


The orgin of tio villuge dates from 1824, 
when Abe! Mudge buite u geist millon the 
site now ocenpied by the Wapson Manu- 
facturing Company. The place was then 
designated ‘ Mudye’s Mill,” and it was not 
until 1840, ou the arrival of Robert Wyllie 
(of Ayrshire, Scotland, descent) froin Galt, 
aud the ostablishment by him of a store 
and’ poatoftice, that the village receivad its 
Present name. rue, on the erection by 
Mr. John Hall a couplo of years previously 
of a geist mill and distillery at Jedburg, an 
attempt was made to locate the village 
there, but the postoitice proved the cul- 
inating factor in the contest, and the 
latter was relegated to the suburbs. 

In this connection it is interesting to re- 
mack that Mr. Jolin Wyllie (a “chip” in all 
ita best features ‘of the old block”) iz to- 
day the respected Postmaster, and, in addi- 
tion to his duties, as such, efticieutly fills 
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KOS CHURCH 


here it occurs to the writer that, the name of 
John Watson, President of this Company, 
being so intimately associated ulike with 
the implement industry of the country and 
the destiny oi Ayr, a brief sketch of hia 
cureer is apropos of the very purport of 
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this writing. Born in the City of Glusgow 
in 1820, Mr. Watson was apprentice to 
the moulding trade when 84 years of age. 
Having completed his 8-years’ apprentice- 
ship, atthe ago of 164 years he went to 
Ireland, and thence, after working some 
time, to Beverley (England) near Hull. 
We next find him in London, where he 
worked for a year, and from there his dosti- 
nation was Burnham, near Windsor, While 
here he had the satisfaction of being among 
those who first saw the Princesa loyal 
exhibited in her nurse’s arms at Windsor 
Castle. Returning at lengtl: to Scotland, 
but wita larger views of the world now 
opening up before him, he emigrated at 
the age of 22 to Americu. Arrived at Bos- 
ton, with Canada, however, the objective 
field of his fortune-making nission, he found 
his way to Hamilton, and worked there for 





burgh on the one hand and Nithvalo on 
the other is exceedingly pretty, and in every 
respect such as to inspire tho peucil of an 
artist, Nor gre these the only natural 
beauties of *+~ locality. Partaking as the 
village aite dogs of the undulating charac: 
ter of the Township of North Dumtries 
poneruily, its gradationa of rise and fall, 
coupled with the exceptional water settings 
everywhere met with, exhibit a panorama 
of mixed natural and artificial lovelinesarare- 
ly to be found in a place of its size in Can- 
ada, The residence and grounds of Mr. 
David Goldie (a aketoh of which appears in 
this issue), located on the Berlin road, and 
just withiu the village limits, are suvh a6 
would do credit to the most aristocratic 
atreets of Toronto, nor are those of Mr. 
John Watson (likewise sketehed) and that 
of his son, Mr. John QG. Watson (excepting 
in the single distinction of size), a whit be- 
hind that first mentionsd. Ench z? theue 
residgucee, with a number of the moro pro- 
minent othare throughout the village, are 
lighted by gas, heated by hot water, and in 
oil respects ae fully aelf-contained aa the 
bout city residences anywhers. So much 
for the vonveniencar df life, But Ayr folke, 
aotwithatanding the admitted hoalthfulnusc 
ef thois village die like othsr people, and, 








tho bill as agent for the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, 

Turning now to Nichvalo (a suburb al- 
ready referred to), we find first a saw mill ; 
noxt an oatmeal mill, (erectad by 
Wain. Kay and aubseauently purchased by 
Jumes Piper, who afterwarda, in the fall of 
1853, adilod to the estate a griat mill. The 
saw mill aoon disappeared, and the grist 
mill, after passing though several hands 
and reverting to the original owner, was 
burned, and a substantial brick structure 
erected on ita site, which ienow auccessfully 
operated by Mz. David Clark. Auother saw 
mill aud stave factory located a littlefarther 
up the river, aud “run” at one time by 
Robt, Anderson, alias ‘Rob-o’-the-Roond- 
House,” defied the elements for several 
years, but, Hually fulling into decay, was all 
bnt ovept away hy the great flood of Aug 
ust, 1093, 

What the Village of Ayr lacks in the 
number of its existing  manufacturiag 
establiahineuts would seein to be amply 
componsated for in their mrgnitude. Take, 
for oxamplo, the mammoth and magni- 
ficout agricultural Implement factory 
of the Watson Mannfacturing Company, 
au engraving of which appeara else- 


about six mouths, He next turned up in 
Galt, where hy remained five years, the last 
two of which were partly occupied in super- 
inteniling the construction of what became 
afterwards knowu asthe Ayr Agricultural 
Works. It is worthy of remark, as charac- 
teristic of the man, that such superinten- 
danoy was accomplished without the loss of 
a single hour’s time, the hero of the nara. 
tive leaving Galt after working hours on 
Saturdays and returning—the distance (ten 
miles each way) being trequently made on 
foot—in time for work the following Mon- 





Council the “last opportunity ” probably 
afforded them of * nonoring themselves by 
vlecting Mr. Watson to the Wardenship.” 

The now building (now two-thirda com- 
pleted) ie in every reepect a model estab. 
lishment, every detail, so fur, exhibiting a 
continuity of adaptative design which buillce 
the criticism of the closest observer. In 
addition to the main three-storey and buac- 
ment, 60 x 386 feet building, thero is a cor- 
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exclusively members of the Watson family) 
incorporated with a cspital stock of $250,000. 
During hia career inCanada Mr. Watson has 
been frequently offered sume of the most 
honoravio offices in the gift of the country. 
These, with the exception of the local Reeve- 
ship rud the Wacdenship of tie County— 
both accepted on urgency, lie has as free 


founl the various editions of THe GLOBE 
H. G. Eakins, on Stanley street, likewise 
transacte a growing business in the drug 
line, In watchmaking and jewellery, Me. 
Geo. A. Pequegnat and John Renwick 
monopolise the trade and W. B. Jackson 
the photographic necessities of the town. 
Mensra. Davidson & Reid are extensive pur- 


quently declined. In connection with the ; chasers of and deaiers in barley aud other 


latter, few will forget the compliment paid 
him by the late Mr, J. Ts. Snyder and Mr. 
Janes Phinn, as, knowing well the native 
modeaty of their man, they urged upon the 
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respondingly commodious moulding shop, 
blacksmith shop, business office, etc., all 
fitted up inthe most approved style, and 
lighted! throughout with gas generated on 
the premises. ‘Ihe establishinent reflects 
credit, in short, not merely upon the 
Watsons and Ayr, but also upon the manu- 
facturing enterprise of the Dominion, 
Another important industry, located at 
Greenfield, about a mils up the Nith, is 
the extensive ouring mills of Mr. David 
Goldie, ‘he business was ostablished i: | 
1850 by tho late John Goldie—than which a i 
inore honored name haa never boon iden- 


tified with theatfaira of either the villaxe |” 


or county—and canducted by him on the 
“old process” system, but with marked 
success, until 1865, when n new structure, 
mote in koeping with the increasing re- 
quiremente of the business, was erected, 
and the industry entered upon an era of 
still greater prosperity. The main portion, 
or that containing the flouring appliances of 
this, one of unquestionably the model milla 
of Ontario, is n substantial 44 x 88 feet 
yclid atone structure, tive atoreya in height, 
fittel nine yours ago with machinery for 
the mauufacture of flour on the ** new pro- 
cess” system, then coming into general use, 
and in tho introduction of which Mr. 
Goldie was ninong she pioneers A 44x 
63 feet attachment, of similar height, in 
the rear, constitutes n grain warehouse 
of 70,000 bushels capacity. The motive 
power ia steam, water, or both, as de- 
sired, auct the capacity of tho mill is 400 
barrels a day, or a yearly ontput of about 
125,000 barrsis, In tho transit of the grain 
and ite products, involved in this ostimate, 
more than 1,000 railway cars are loaded 
and unloaded annually, the destination of 
fully nine-tentha of the tormer beiug the 
Maritime Provinces, principally St. Jobn, 
New Branawick. U: late Mr. Goldie has 
imported wheat largely from the United 
States, but complains, with apparent good 
reason, of the extent to which the tariff 
discriminates againat the raw as compared 
with the manufactured article—an inatance, 
he clainna, of the ‘‘detiberate violation by the 
Government of ita impregnable (1) National 
Peticy.” ‘The Mr. Goldie here referred to 
isn brother of John Goldie (of Goldie & 
McCulloch), Galt, James Goldie, Guelph, 
and Mra. Caven, wife of Rev. Dr. Caven, the 
esteomed Principal uf Knox College, 'To- 
ronto. 

The Ayr American Plough Company was 
organised in 1884 for the manufacture of 
au article which the larger experience of 
the American makers pronounced the best 
alapted for tho Northwest. To accomplish 
this object an arrangement was entered 
isto with B. D. Buford & Co., of Rock 
foiand, one of the largest plouxzh concerns 
in the United States, by which a complete 
plant was seoured, aud in addition « full 
ata of experienced American workmen. 
About two years ago the business was pur- 
chased by Mr. Win. Hilborn, and, as an 
indication of how effectively the Canndiun- 
made article haa taken in the Northwest, 
it is sutlicient to say tho export to that 
quarter this season umountad to $40,000. 
The manufanture includes also a variety of 
steel riding and walking plougha of excel- 
lent construction, and which havo likewise 
proved very popular, 


The Ayr Roller Flour Milla of Mr. D. 
Clack, located at Nithvato, tuen out an 
average of 100 barrels of ‘' Mapie Leaf” 
(patent), “ Daisy,” ‘* Snowball,” and other 
branda of flour, daily. Ninety per cent. of 
this output is shipped to tne Maritime Pro- 
vices, where it is in good demand, Ad- 
joining the Hour mill, and likewise owned 
by Mr. Clack, is an oatmeal mill of 40 bar- 
tels capacity per day. The proseut proprie- 
tor came into possession five years ago, nnd 
haa been working up an increasingly large 
and prosperous business, 


Business Housea Generally. 


Mr. William Baker, the longest establish- 
ed and most extensive general merchant in 
Ayr, makes n apecialty of eggs,of whichhe has 
now in atock about 200,000. His transac- 
tions in butter, wool, ete., are likewise very 
large. James Stark, ou Northumberland 
stroet, also carries a large wnd selected , 
stook of dry-goods, groceries, etc., „nd does 


day mornings. Perseverance of this type! R. T. Morton, Stanley street. Mr. M. 


seldom fails in ita object, In 1847 Mr. 
Watson took possession of his well-earned 
premiagk, aud, bravely assuming the respun- 
sibilities of bookkeeper, tradesman, sales- 
man, architect, builder, aud every other 


department in or out of his line, forthwith gonte’ furnishiog and merchant tuiloring 





an increasing Lusiuess in hia line. Likewise | 


Robson (Reeve) ie a dealer in hardware, 
seals, otc., on a large scale, and in groceries 
{including in some instances flour and feel), 
Mesare. C. Gerbig, J. Fuller, W. D, Stewe 
art, W. Bowie share the putronage. ‘The 


autera wpon the career which so spaedily , inte reat ie well represented by W. Willisou 


constituted his name u household word 
throughout Canada. Tu courau of timo, the 
premises having vecome tvo aampyd fur 
his expanding husiuess, he removed to moro 
extensive quarters near the ceutra of the 
village, aud, these in turo proving inade- 
quate for his further increnaed require: 
ments, the present structure was erected in 


whero in theae coluinns, Aud juet 11882, aud the new firm (embracing 


and Thomas Andetaou, each of whom shows | 
aaselect stook whorewith to mcot she ro- 
quirements of tieir customers. “he drug, 
book and fancy youds establishment of 
Churles McGeorge ia comprised in o hand- 
some new brick’ building ou Nortbuwber- 
land street. Here, in addition to 30 a5- 
usuully large an) well-aszorted etock of the 
articles specified, there is always to be 
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grain, anil Hency Ranks in furniture. 
Hugh Cuchbertson and James Picket di- 
vide the honor of “shoeing” the crowd. 
Joseph Gillespiehas for many years attended 
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en 
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to the printing and paper-hanging require- 
ments of the village, and Geo. Crees, Robert 
Ross, John Reid, amt W. Henderson to ite 
wante inthe way of building, plastering, 
etc. Mr. Jobn Murray has for about 40 
youra catered tu the public inthe bakery aud 
confectionery line. 
The Churches. 

‘The congregation of Knox (Presbyterian) 
Church was formed in the year 1844, in 
connection with which was then popularly 
kuown as the ‘Free Church,” and had for 
ita rat mivister the Rev. Mr. Lindsay, a 
licentiate of that Church in Scotland. òlr. 
Lindaay is remembered by this, among his 
other good qualities, that he was faithful in 


DS 


The communion roll numbers somo 350 





prayer meeting is gonerally held. The 
Superintendent, has 230 on the roll, witha 


which there is + Band of Hope as a branch 
of the Congregational Temperance Society. 
‘The ladies, young and oid, nothing want- 
ing, are doing a good work for home and 
foreign missions, supporting a fine auxiliary 


and mission baud to the W. F. M. So- 
ciety. 

The present place of worship being inade- 
quate to meet the growing wauts of the 
congregation and alittle out of dato with 
the present architecture of church buildings, 
no doubt through the euterprise and liber- 
ality of the guod people a now, imposing 
and commodious tdifive will soon grace the 
presout beautiful site. 

Methodisin was first introduced into Ayr 
about the year 1945, service being held in 
the schoolroom and afterwards in the Town 
Hall. 

The present church edifice was erected in 
1864. Untiltbe year 1870 Ayr was con- 


maintaining the good old custom of holding | nected with the Paria circuit. Siuce then 





die's of visitation, at which those present 
were questioned in the teachings of the 
Shorter Catechism. 

Ten years later began the pastor- 
ate of the Rev Duncan McRuer, 
who had graduata at Knox College 
and been tor sometime ordained over a 
congregation in the neighboring Township 
of Blenheim. Amoug the other yood re. 
sulta of his m nistry, there is noticable to- 
day the thorough grounting of the young 
people of his time in the teachings of the 
Shorter Catechism. Tor ihis purpose he 
spent considerable timo and strength in 
holding Bible Classes iu the widely severed 
districts as well us the village, the recollec- 
tions of which are still grateful to the minds 
of the middle aged and even the old of to- 
day, who took part in the exercises then. 

In the spring of 1871, Mr. McRuer røe- 
moved with hia family to the State of Mis- 
souri, where he continued the work of the 





Ru 


ungt o 
MS Jorn Waton 


ministry till he was suddenly called away 
by death, ‘The tine new church, sketched 
elsewhere, in waich the cougregation now 
worship, was opened about a year ago, and 
the coincidence is not unworthy of notice 
that from Mr. McRuer'’s induction in 1854 
till the interesting event ¿f 1888, the pulpit 
of the olt church was occupied by two pas- 
torutos, each lasting for about seventeen 
years. The present minister, the Rev. 
John Thomson, like the firat ministec a 
native of the Old Land aud a licentinte of 
the Free Church, was ordained in the year 
1871. The church has a membership of 250 
communicants, with a proportionate atcend- 
ance in church and Sabbath school of the 
families represented by that number. 
Stanley Street Church was organised Oc- 
tober 19, 1834, and is the fruitful viue from 
which a rumber of congregations have 
sprung. During the past Lfty five years 
five ministers have had charge of the 
church. Three of whom died as pastor, 
and the filth, the presents inoumbont, Me. 
J. S. Hardie. waa ordained and inducted 
Juno 2, 1885. Duspite ker many viciesi- 
tudes the indications of continued progress 
are quite merked, snd at tue presont tine ghe 
sperhape ine betcer condition for churvh 
and congregational work than over before. 
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it has had a resideut minister; the Rev. P. 
Clement, now of Exeter, being the first 
resident pastor. 

The new circuit comprised Ayr, Rich- 
wood and Paris Plains uorth until two 
years ayo, wher it was found necessary to 
give Ayr service twice a Sabbath. Rich- 
wood was placed with the Drumbo circuit, 
leaving Ayr aud the Plaine for the Ayr 
minister. BPA 

During the present pastorate the church 
in Ayr has been refitted and a very com- 
modious schoolrvom built. 

The congregations of this church are good 
and the Sunday School large aud flourish- 
ing. They have also a very comfortable 
| pursonage, nicely situated and completely 
furnished. 

‘The present pastor is the Rev. Thoraas 
Athoe, whose term expires noxt Confer- 
enco, wni who says he will dislike very 
much to leave the Auld Toon of Ayr. 





The Anglican congregation have asfyet no 
church of their own, but novertheless ineet 
regularly for worship in McGeorge’s Hall, 
Mr. E. H. Read officiating as lay reader 
with much acceptance. 

A detachment of the Salvation Army 
‘stormed ” the village a few yours ago, 
and after some skirmiuning secured a 
position which it evidently intenda to 
hold. ‘The “ Hallelujah ” drum tap is now 
by no means the least attractive ‘‘call ” in 
the clachan. 

Previous to the construction of the C. V, 
R. the entire village export was by toll 
road, a distance of seven miles to Paris ; 
but, with the advent of that railway aud its 
accompanying commodious local station, the 
grievous disadvantages forinerly labored 
under at once disappeared and the village 
entered upou a uuw lense of activity. 
Houses, storss and all other tangible indi- 
cations of an exiating boom appeared 
rapidly, and, with scarcely a realisation of 
tho fuot on the part of the villagers thein- 
selvea, the place, within a few yoars, 
underwent a transformation fur the better, 
which to the transient visitor appears 
phenomenal. 

‘The village (previously in munisipal con. 
nection with the Lownahip of North Dum- 


and the Session twelve members. Fach 
eller has a district assigned him over which 
he hae fuil charge and in which a monthly 
Sabbath School, with R. T. Morton as 


large average attendance and connected! with 


2 
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fries) was duly incorporated in 1324, the 
first Counvil beirg cozatituted us tollows :— 
Peeve, John Watson; Councillors, John 
Wyllie, Richard ones Charles Me: 
eorge, William orn. 

3 The presout population is about 1,300. an 
increuae since 1884 of 400, and during thy 
same interval the assessed real and personal 
property haa advanced from $206,961 to 
$282,246, ‘he rate of tuxution in 1884-5 
waa 134 mills aud this year it is 16 mills on 
the dollar. sats 

Tho existing Council ia as follows :— 

Reeve. Michael Rubson; Councillors, 
Joseph Gillespio, Richard Henderson, 
Walter Willison, James Davidson ; Clerk, 
òõdmund H. Read. 

Ean school matters the inhabitants have 
never, perhaps, taken a deeper interest 
than they du ut the present mument, the 
bone of contention being the sito for a now 
(and certainly much needed) schoolhouse. 
Into the merits of the question at issue it ia 
not tho province of these remarks to enter 
further than, inthe most friendly manner, 
to wiviso a speedy, if possible, cum- 
promise, in the best interesta of the villuge 
at large. ‘Iho present school embraces four 
departmenta, presided over by an excollent 
Principal (Mr. P. H. Groen) aud four lady 
assistauta, and the utter inadequacy of the 
accommodation may be inferred from the 
fact of an average attendance of 274 pupils, 
or 68 pupils to each teacher, The School 
Board as at preaent constituted is as follows: 
—Dr. Meldrum, Chairman ; David Goldie, 
A. D. McRae, D. McColl, J. G. Watson, 
John Wyle. 

MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE, 

The readiug room and library connected 
with this institution are among the fiuest 
and best fitted of their kind in Canada, 
The number of volumes in the library is 
3,200, and the readiug rvom is supplied 
with all the leading newspapers und mag- 
azines. ‘here were issued lust year 3,800 
volumes, ‘The officers are:—Presideat, D. 
McColl; Vico-President, J. G. Watson ; 
Secretary, W. D. Watson. 

VIRE DEPARTMENT. 

The safety of the village from fire is 
amply provided for by the exiatence of an 
active fire brigade, officered us follows :— 
Chief, Alex. Kose; Engine Captain, L 
Rathe; Hose Captain, J. B. Roid; Hook 
aud Ladder wuptain, W. Gammon; Secre- 
tary-‘Treasucer, James G. Watson; and in 
addition to thie the private uppliauces of 
the Watson Manufacturing Company (al- 
ways at the dispusal of the villuge) effec- 
tually cover the eutire business portion of 
the town. 

Among the various organisations, secret 
aud otherwise, iu active operation in the 
villago uro :— 

AYR LODGE A. F, & A. M. 

Officers. —W. M., Walter Willisen ; S. 





W., Edward Steadman; J. W., Joseph 
Gillespie, The membership numbers about 
thirty. 


KOYAL TEMPLARS OF TEMPERANCE 

A lodge of this Order, designated Ayr 
Council No. 135, enjoys a membership of 
175, over 100 of whoin enrolled themevives 
duriog the present year. The principal 
officere are:—Select Couucillor, James 
Stark ; Vice Councillor, Mrs. Thos. Baker ; 
Recording Secretary, Thos, Bukor ; Treas- 
urer, A. Pemberton ; Fiuancial Secretary, 
Mary M. Anderson. The Counsil meets ou 
Monday nights ia McGeorge’s Hall, There 
is also a beneficiary membership in connec- 
tion with the lodge, numbering twenty-five 
persons. 

A. 0. 0. P. 

A lodge of this Order, eacablished two 
years ago, has a membership of 50, and is 
in a highly flourishing coudition. ‘he 
officers are:—C. R., Chas, Boulton; 3. C. 
R., Jutnes Malone ; Secretary, J. R. Patio; 
Treasurer, W. Rutherford; Beadle, H. 
Dodds; P. C. R., C. Mckay. 

L 0. OF 

ThisOrder, represented by Dolman Lodge, 
No. 174, with a membership of 60, meets 
in Masonic Block each Wednesday evening. 
The officers are :—N. G., Btephon Capling , 
V. G., L. Rathe; R. S., C. KeKay; P. S., 
J. G. Watson ; ‘I'reas., J. R. Hall; P. G., 
J. Scott. The financial condition of this 
lodge is of an exceptional character. thure 
being uo less than 31.200 iu the treasury. 

C. 0. F. 

This lodge meets on the second and last 
Thuraday of oach mouth iu Masonic Hall. 
The leading officials officials ara :—C. R., 
Wm. MoMillan: V. C., R Wm. McHut- 
cheou ; R. S., Jno. W. Mathesou ; £. S., 
C. Cooper ; 'l'reas., H. Rusasell. 

NOTES. 

The local press ie admirably represented 
by The Ayr Recorder (furmerly ‘he Ob- 
aervor), a bright, noway, ably edited, sud 
well circulated weekly paper, published by 
Mr. Alex. D. McRae. 

The Ayr Tonic Sol Fa Society, under the 
conductorsbip of Rev. John Thomson, meets 
for practice every Tuesday evening, and has 
about 40 names on the roll of membership. 
The Society is at psou ougaged in work. 
ing up a Cantata for production ou Thanks- 
Riving Day. 

In the matter of hotel accommodation 
ample provision is afforded by the Hilborn 
House, a coinmodioua and confus table brick 
establishinent, admirably conducted by Mr. 
Houry Walder, aud centrally located ou the 
coruer of Swan aud Stanley stroete, and 
adjoiuing it the Commercial by Jacob 
Smuck. 

A session of the Division Court is held by 
Judge Lecourse, each alternate month, iu 
McGeorge’s Hall. ‘he clerk of this Court is 
W. D. Watson aud the bailiff E. Bourchier. 

The goneral health of the inhabitants is 
at present in the nominal keeping of Dr. 
Meldrum and Dr. Lovet. 





Boulder Stones. 

The buildiug of the Commercial Bank at 
Morden by the almost entire use of boulder 
stone has drawn attoution to the value of 
these scones for building material. ‘his is 
the firat building sntirely erected by thie 
material, we believe, iu Manitoba ‘Ihe 
boulder has been extensively used for 
foundations and basomenta iu various parts 
of Manitoba, but its hardness has been 
against ita further use. But this quality is 
now being proved to constitute ita value, It 
is an admitted fact that the frame building 
is uot suitable for thia climate; the dry 
heat of our summer so warping and con- 
tracting the woodwork as to render them 
unfit for occupation in winter, It really 
seems a dispensation of Divine Providence 
that these stones lie around on the surface 
in sutlicient quantities to build all the 
houses in towu or country. ‘ihe labor of 
handling them has beou the great draw- 
back iu the past, but the Scotch mason has 
cume to the rescue, and he fiuds it uo 
more dithioult tofshape aud mould the prairie 
boulder than the stove brought from the 
Highland glous of his uative country. Stoney 
farma have been discarded, but the proba- 
bility ia that au aore with plenty of stone 
upou it will be worth $100 in the nuar 
fusuro, and farmers should gather those up 
together, as there is sure to be a demand 
oreated for them. The mason will journey 
to the ground where they are located in a 
heap and there work them into squares 
suitable for the building in che town, or a 
farmor can hire a mason to shapo them into 
equares to build a farm house which will 
laugh at the flarcest blizzard that blows, — 
Morden Monitor. 


— 


—The suatsining power of thy Forth 
Bridge may be unagined from the utate:nenc 
that each cantilever would sustain six of the 
grostest ircoulads, 

















{compels those depending on thera tor nc- 
{commodation or employment to usk whut 
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SPEAKING ENGLISH.| 



















































































Decline of the French Lan- 
guage in Montreal- 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THEN AND NOW. 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Ohanges That Tən Yoars 









































Have Brought About. 


ENCLISH IN SOCIETY AND BUSINESS. 








4n Incident on a 8t. Lawrence steam- 
buat—Trouble jn Getting Refresh- 
mentsa—No Waiters Wanted 
Who Cannot Speak 
Bnglish. 





HE decline of the French language 
iu Montreal during the past decade is 
marked 

‘Lo thoaa who periodically visit that 
city, it is most noticeable, 

Tn its counting-rooma, in ite hotels, 1u ite 
theatres aud in aociety the decadence of the 
French tongue is rapid. 

Ten years ayo or perhaps a little more, 
one might walk the lengths of St. Catherine 
and Notre Dame atreets and not hear a 
word of English apoken. 

It was exceedingly diffivult then to undor- 
atand auawers by a pedestrian or policeman, 
confused or much mixed with French. 

On the steamers, the trains and in the 
hotela, the officers, conductors and waiters 
apoke a French which waa not of France, 
aud English diabolically broken. 

At the thoatres the French drama aud 
opera prevailed, and in society it was 
positively scupid to acknowledge the in- 
ability to converse iu French.| 

Montreal ten years ago was, aa far as 
language was coucerned, more French, per- 
bapu, than Quebco of the preseut day. 

But the change, to-day, to oue who ha? 
uot seen Montreal in teu years, is magical, 

The predominance of the Inglish lan- 
guage, socially and commercially, 18 difficult 
to realise, but that predominance exists. 

‘The change is wonderful, but it has beon 
certain, 


A line appears to have been drawn dur- 
ing the past ten years dividing that com- 
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munity into two classes: (1) ‘he wealthy 
and progressive Muglish, and (2) the lesa 
thrifty but industrious French. 

The wealthy and progressive Euglisli 
manufacturer and cupitaliat spouks one 
language iu business, one language in so- 
ciety, and oue language iu the Courts. 

The French are compelled, turvugh force 
of circumstauces, to ailopt this language. 

The position of the English-speuking 
manufacturer ant the Muylish speaking 
capitalist or bunker iu Monrreal to-day 


they require in the language of the manu 
facturer, the capitaliat or the bunker. 

If Jonn Baptisto requires accominodation, 
employinent or a favor of auy description 
from hie master or his bunker, he must 
apply in the Muglish language. It is now 
essentially uecesaury for Jeun to speak 
English, aud he apenks it, 

Thus the great prugresa made by the 
English-epeuking capitalist and manufac- 
turor in the city iu tho past teu years has 
Wroughta groat change iu the lunguage, 
aud bas caused a material if not a woudezfal 
decadence af the French tongue. 

Many instances can be cited illustrating 
the decline of this partioular language, but 
the most powerful pruof of its rapid «decline 
is the fact that iu Moutreal to-day there is 
uot a French eatablishment of note doing 
business which does uot keep its books in 
English ; not a counting house'which haa a 
clerk of uny importance who does not speak 
English fluently, aud not a manufacturer 
of note who ie nut controlled by an Engtish 
institution, requiring lin to converse about 
his every act in the English tongue. 

Thou iu the hotels the humblest servant 
has to speak English, while ou the traing 


Chas. McGeorge. 


DEALER IN 


DRUGS, MEDICINES, 
DYE STUFFS, 
PERFUMERY & TOILET ARTICLES, 


and ateainora, ut the stations and wharves CY 
the conductors, otticura and porters, give BOOKS, STATIONERY: FAN 
the orders aud answer the questions in pre- GOODS 

cisely the samo style and tongue as is i 


nightly heard at the Union Station or on 
Torouto Bay. 
Tho French tanguage ia rapidly and auro- 
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ly declining in the City of Montreal, snd if 
the decline continues in the future ae it 
has iu the past it will in ten years more be 
as great a novelty to hear French apoken 
in the atreets of Muntreal as it is now in 
tho streets of ‘loronto. 

Au xmuaing incident occurred last spring 
ou vuo of the Richelieu & Ontario Navi. 
gation Co,.’a steamers, runniug between 
Montreal aod Quebec, which is worth 
relating in respect to the question. 

The Richelieu Company, up to the time 
aud until shortly after the incident, was 
coctrolled by French stockholders, who ran 
the line froin theQuebec end in true Freuch 
style. From captain to cabin boy, all were 
Freuch. Few aboard could speak Inglish 
with any degree ot ease, ‘Therefore Iug- 
lish-speaking passengers iu the aaioon 
generally fared badly. It happened that 
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Hon, Thomas McGreevy, with a party of 
Americau yeutleinen, took pussuge one 
night ou board one of the boats for Quebec, 
The wealthy and distinguished geutlemen 
of Mc. McGreevy's party, a number of 
whom wore feom Chicago, could not apaak 
French. Ou going uboard they were in. 
formed by Mr. McGreevy to make them- 
selves at home and to call the wuitera when 
they required any thing in the way uf refreah- 
ments particularly. A thirsty Chicagoan, 
shortly after the steamer started, rang up, 
and a polite waiter appeared, 

“t Bring mea gin fizz,” he asked, ‘and 
my friends what they require.” 

The waiter looked astonished, muttered a 
fow unintelligible words aud disappeared. 
After patiently waiting a quarter of an 
hour the bell was rung again, a fresh waiter 
appeared, and disappeared in like manner. 
When the guests aud waiters had gone 
through thia performance a half dozen 
times the Chicagu man lost hia temper. He 
waa tiirsty, he was sad, he was vexed. He 





called upon Mr. McGreevy for an ex- 
planation. That geutlemao, too, lost 
his temper. Not a waiter on board 


could understand a word of English 
aud Mr. McGreevy had to do the honors for 
the balance of the trip. But he dit not 
atop there, When te reached Quebec he 
and another influential and wealthy friend 
set to work and purchased enough stock in 
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tbe Richelieu Company to control the line. 
When they obtained contrul they had ever 
waiter discharged who could uot apes 
English, and next year, it is aald that Mr. 
McGreevy vows he will not have a man on 
board who does not speak English as tuont- 
ly as Dan O’Conuell in his palmy days. 


—Heury Labouohere, M., P., is part pro- 
prietor of The Loudon Daily News, Last 
week he hada Somewhat paculiar experience 
for him. He waa invited by Lady Maid- 
atono to addrese a meeting of Conservative 
Home Rulers, aud he did this with greac 
tact and discration. The amusing part of 
the story, however, is the obstacles thrown 
in the way of the masking pele held. Lauy 
Maidstone called the gathering at a house 
aho had rented from au irreconoitable Tory. 
He protested against the moeting being 
held thero, but without avail. Then the 
landlord built up walls, ereoted barriera 
and locked the gates ou all the approaches 
to hie tenanc’a house, but this procedure 
only whotted the appetites of those who 
wante!l to attend, Walla, barriera and 
gates weru swopt away, aud Labouchore 
had the pleasure of addreasiug a larger and 
muoh more enthusiastic gathuring than he 
had ever expected. 





—Oue of the most tmportant enterprises 
in Paris is the Compreasad Air Company, 
whioh distributes powor throughout the 
oity. Is began. with a pneumatic clock 
system about 1870. This business grew 
until there are now about 8,000 pteumatis 
clocks, publio and privato, drivea from a 
station nbout four miles oast of the Mado- 
luire, The Cotapany distribuces power for 
any parrots, Thero are about 260 motora, 
varylug in power from cne-eighta horse 
powor to fifty horse power, for all sorta of 
purposes, all driven from the contral etatior. 
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